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Objective/Learning Target: I can evaluate international 
solutions for refugees.



Warm Up
Watch the following video about a 
Syrian refugee named Mahmoud.  On a 
sheet of paper, answer the following 
discussion questions. 

1. Why did Mahmoud’s father place 
him on a boat for Italy?

2. Why was Mahmoud in Egypt and 
not Syria? What challenges did he 
face there?

3. Explain the circumstances for his 
refugee status in Sweden? How has 
life changed? 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WfO-qkTZjT0


Warm Up Answers

1. Why did Mahmoud’s father place him on 
a boat for Italy?
a. Try and give Mahmoud a better life 

in Europe
2. Why was Mahmoud in Egypt and not 

Syria? What challenges did he face 
there?
a. Bullying, discrimination

3. Explain the circumstances for his 
refugee status in Sweden? How has life 
changed? 

a. UNHCR got the family refugee status in 
Sweden. Education for all family 
members



Lesson Activity 
The United Nations High 
Commissioner of Refugees was 
created in 1950.  After WWII, the 
UNHCR helped placed European 
refugees and has expanded to 
include 134 countries.  The UNHCR 
is one example of helping refugees 
find new places to live through 
sponsorship and legal costs.  
Working to help the displaced is the 
UNHCR’s mission, but challenges 
still remain. 



Practice 
You will be doing a webquest on the UNHCR 
Resettlement Website.  Answer the following 
questions on the same sheet of paper from 
the warm up activity.

1. From resettlement data, how many 
refugees found placement in 2019?

2. How does the US Family impact 
refugees entering the United States?

3. Explain the Resettlement Deployment 
Scheme and how it impacts refugees.

4. Describe the US Resettlement Process in 
detail.  Evaluate the effectiveness of this 
process. 

https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/resettlement.html

https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/resettlement.html


Practice Answers
1. From resettlement data, how many refugees found placement in 2019?

a. 81,671 identified by UNHRC, only 63,726 placed 
2. How does the US Family impact refugees entering the United States?

a. One a refugee  has been accepted into the US, they may petition for other 
family members who meet the criteria to gain entrance as well. 

3. Explain the Resettlement Deployment Scheme and how it impacts refugees.
a. Privatization and outsourcing day-to-day operations. Connect with refugees 

more often.
4. Describe the US Resettlement Process in detail.  Evaluate the effectiveness of this 

process. 
a. Numerous interviews, background checks, health checks, must have 

paperwork from war torn country.  IF country does not have paper 
documents, how can refugees be vetted by government? 



Reflection
After a year living in Sweden, Syrian refugee 
Mahmoud and his family are profiled again by 
the UNHCR.  Watch the update video and 
answer the following reflection wrap up 
questions.

1. What are some successes that 
Mahmoud and his family have 
encountered living in Sweden?

2. How is Mahmoud & his family not 
forgetting their Syrian roots?  Detail how 
these roots will impact Mahmoud in the 
present and future.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=42xvuS3vJx8

